
Was Ellen White a Futurist 

 
 Firstly I would like to say that I am no authority and certainly no scholar. The word of God is our authority and 
the only sure safe depository of truth. I am just a seeker of truth. 
John_8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. I may even raise a lot of 
questions without necessarily having all the answers and that is a good thing because you will go and search for 
the answers yourself. 
How much do you think you know? We often think we know quite a lot. The total sum of human knowledge 
doubles approx. every 12 months. It is hard to keep pace with the way things are rapidly changing.  
 
I Corinthians 8:2 And if any man think that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know. 
 
According to God all the sum of human knowledge is nothing. It is foolishness to him.  
1Co 3:19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own 
craftiness.  
 

If we think we know everything, then when we come to God’s word and read it and we say yes! I know what 

that means! Then he can’t teach us anything. We have to be humble learners at the feet of Jesus so that he can 

show us what he wants us to know. 

2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

 



 

 

Did you get that? Only God and heaven alone are infallible. So if you are not God and you are not in heaven; 
which pretty much applies to everyone on this planet. Then you are not infallible. Our views can be wrong. 

CW 36.--How shall we search the Scriptures? Shall we drive our stakes of doctrine one after another, 
and then try to make all Scripture meet our established opinions? or shall we take our ideas and views 
to the Scriptures, and measure our theories on every side by the Scriptures of truth? Many who read 
and even teach the Bible, do not comprehend the precious truth they are teaching or studying.   

Men entertain errors, when the truth is clearly marked out; and if they would but bring their 
doctrines to the word of God, and not read the word of God in the light of their doctrines, to prove 
their ideas right, they would not walk in darkness and blindness, or cherish error. Many give the words 
of Scripture a meaning that suits their own opinions, and they mislead themselves and deceive others 
by their misinterpretations of God's word.   

As we take up the study of God's word, we should do so with humble hearts. All selfishness, all love 

of originality, should be laid aside. Long-cherished opinions must not be regarded as 
infallible. It was the unwillingness of the Jews to give up their long-established traditions that 

proved their ruin. They were determined not to see any flaw in their own opinions or in their 
expositions of the Scriptures; but however long men may have entertained certain views, if they are 
not clearly sustained by the written word, they should be discarded. Those who sincerely desire truth 
will not be reluctant to lay open their positions for investigation and criticism, and will not be 
annoyed if their opinions and ideas are crossed. 

 



This statement comes from Letter 157 1902So in 1902 she said that we do not study the Bible enough and we 
don’t understand the word as we should. Repeating Pauls sentiments that we know nothing yet as he ought to 

know. 

 

 

 Does that bother you when Ellen White says we don’t understand Daniel & Revelation as fully as we 

should? 

 It should. It bothers me.  

 Do you want a revival? 

 Where is this revival going to come from?  

It is going to come from studying and understanding Daniel and Revelation. 

But we understand the prophecies of D&R don’t we? In1902 Mrs White said that we do not properly 

understand the books of Daniel and Revelation. Most of what we understand about Revelation comes from the 

pioneers: in particular Uriah Smith. Therefore what they understood about the prophecies of Daniel and 

Revelation was not enough.  

When we properly understand the book of revelation we will have a revival. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

These are questions that have been around for a long time. If Ellen White said in 1902 that we don’t understand 
Daniel and Revelation fully and that we need to understand them to have a great revival, this means that the 
standard pioneer understanding of Daniel and Revelation does not provide us with the complete picture. So let’s 
take a look at a few prophecies of Daniel and Revelation that have been attributed to the past by the Pioneers and 
see what we can find out. If Ellen White applies a prophecy to the past and then gives the same prophecy a future 
application, this is not a denial of Spirit of Prophecy, but rather further light revealed to her about the prophecy. 

So let’s take a look. 



 

According to the 1843 pioneer chart, the Millerites had the 1290 and 1335 days beginning in 508 and ending in 
1843 and this was the pioneers understanding and it is still the common understanding held today.  
 

 

Mrs White does not say much specifically about the 1290 and 1335 days. She only makes one statement which 

is a little ambiguous. 



 

There are a few things to consider with this statement. Some people try to use this statement to prove that the 
1335 days were not ended. But this statement was written in 1850 less than 10 years after the 1843 chart was 
published. James White believed that the 1335 days were ended and Mrs White was declaring the same thing. I 
believe that Mrs White was in agreement with the common held belief of the day: that the 1335 days finished 
in 1843 and were in the past.  
The 1290 and 1335 days are found in Daniel 12 Let us now jump forward over 50 years and see what ELLEN 
White has to say.  
 

 

 

We are admonished to study the 12th chapter of Daniel. In 1903 she said there was a warning in this chapter that 
we need to understand before the time of the end. Do you think it is important for us to understand what the 
warning is? It is our own peril if we do not. Did the pioneers understand what that warning was when she wrote 
this in 1903? The standard position on the 1290 and 1335 has this prophecy all finished in 1843. Was this the 
warning that we need to understand before the time of the end? 
Notice also that she said we shall need to understand this before the TIME OF THE END. Didn’t the TIME OF THE 

END start in 1798? Yet here in 1903 she is saying that the TIME OF THE END was still at some future time. 



 

 

Notice this says that there are prophetic periods in Daniel that extend right down to the very eve of the second 
coming, and it is to this period that their warnings pre-eminently apply. 

 

For something to be pre-eminent it means that it is superior and distinguished as commendable, and it 
surpasses above others. The warnings in the scripture relating to the period just before the second coming are 
therefore of serious importance.  

 

What prophetic periods of Daniel extend to the very eve of the second coming, throwing a flood of light upon 
the events that are then to transpire? A prophetic period is simply a prophecy that has mention of a time 
period. So let us see if we can know which prophetic periods she is talking about.  
Where do we find the prophetic periods of Daniel?  
 
 
 



Does the prophetic period in Daniel 4 extend to the eve of the second coming? In Daniel 4 Nebuchadnezzar 
became like a beast for 7 times or 7 years. 
 

 

What about the prophetic period of 3 ½ times or 1260 years in Daniel 7? 

 

 
 
Daniel 8’s prophetic period of the 2300 days. Does that extend to the very eve of the great consummation? 
 

 
 

In Daniel 9 we have the prophetic period of 70 weeks. Does that reach right down to the very eve of the second 
coming? 

 

 
 

That only leaves Daniel 10 -12. 
 



 
 

 
 
This means that the primary fulfilment of the 1290 and 1335 days cannot be in 1843; as these  periods of Daniel 
extend to the very eve of the great consummation or second coming. 
 
Let’s take a look at another prophecy. 
 

 
 
Revelation 11 talks about the two witnesses prophesying in sackcloth for 1260 days. Mrs White has this to say. 
 



 
 
 
So according to these statements Revelation 11 has been fulfilled in the past.  
 

 
 
So if Revelation 11 was fulfilled in the past, what do we do with the following statement? 
 

 
 
Ellen White had been in San Francisco after the 1906 earthquake when she wrote this statement. She 
admonishes us to read every verse and learn what is yet to take place.  
 



 
 

So what are you going to do? Throw out the spirit of prophecy? No! There are many Adventists who want to 
hold on to the statements that fit their historic understanding and either deny the existence of, or twist any 
statement which says there is a future interpretation. If you do this you are destroying the credibility of the 
Spirit of Prophecy. Both statements have to be taken into account. Revelation 11 had a historic application to 
the French revolution. But the primary complete fulfilment is still to be fulfilled. 
I believe that when she wrote the Great Controversy she was reiterating the commonly held prophetic 
understanding of the pioneers at the time. In 1906 she tells us that there is still another fulfilment yet to come. 
 
Let’s have a look at another prophecy. 
 

 
 

 
 



This is the part that most people put in the past because it says that this beast would continue for 42 months 
and everybody knows that this is referring to the 1260 years of Papal rule ending in 1798 right? 
So what do we do with the following statement? 
 

 
 
 

NOTE *** According to this statement Satan personates Christ before the final fulfilment of Revelation 13 takes 
place. Revelation 13 is about the beast and the image of the beast persecuting God’s people once it gains total 
power from the dragon. This chapter contains information regarding the mark of the beast and happens before 
the close of probation. Therefore this statement places the counterfeit second coming of Christ (Satan) before 
the close of probation. This is a significant statement 

 
 

Did you get what she says here? Twice she says that the entire chapter of Revelation 13 is 
all in the future. That means ALL of the chapter is in the future. This includes the 42 
months. All of it is still to come to pass. 
 

 
 
Lets take a look at the 5th seal. 



What does it say. 

 
 

Notice the following statement from the Spirit of Prophecy. 
 

 
 

Notice she says that it is not reality but will be in a period of time in the future. You could say that it refers to a 
future time from John’s perspective and you would of course be right. But what period in the future was she 
referring to? It tells you in the text itself. It cannot apply to any time prior to the judgment which began in 1844 
because they were given white robes and they were pronounced pure and holy; this cannot happen before they 
come up in judgment. So at the minimum this cannot apply to any time prior to 1844. 
Note –the words in brackets [They were pronounced pure and holy] was put there by Mrs White. 
 
Can we know for sure exactly when this prophecy applies? 
 

 
 



 
 

Clearly here she says that the voice of the martyrs will be heard under the 5th seal when the Law of God is made 
void during the Sunday law. But it will be before it is made universal all around the world. 
 

 
 

So just before the Sunday law becomes universal the 5th seal applies because it is at that time that the number 
of the martyrs are made up. If the 5th seal applies to a future time during the Sunday Law crisis. Then it also 
implies that the other seals would need to be examined in light of these things. 
 

 
 



 
 
Revelation 5 brings into view the 7 seals it says here that this chapter is related to the work that God’s people 
are going to do in the last days. It also has some connection with deception regarding an understanding of what 
sin is.  

 
 
 

 
 

What could she possibly mean by this? Isn’t the Mark of the Beast Sunday worship? We all know this, right? But 
we can’t just sit back and say it’s related to Sunday; and if I keep the Sabbath and don’t worship on Sunday I will 
be all right. There is obviously more to it than that, and we are unaware of the implications of what that means. 
We have always said that it cannot relate to a microchip but what if the microchip has something to do with the 
implementation of its practical enforcement. What if having a microchip implant was the only way that you 
could buy food etc? What if getting the chip means declaring allegiance to the beast? Would you have an 
implant to feed your family? Or keep a roof over your head? I don’t know – not all is understood at this point in 
time. I don’t have all the answers. The scroll has not unrolled enough to be understood properly yet. But when 



it does it will become blatantly obvious to those who are wise and looking. All I know is that Ellen White said 
that she didn’t understand everything in regard to it in her day. Which means that we need to keep our eyes 
open to possibilities. 
 
What does all this mean? Why did Ellen White say a prophecy was fulfilled in the past and in another place say 
that it was in the future. Does this make her a false prophet like so many Ellen White ‘bashers’ would have you 
believe? There is no shortage of Ellen White ‘bashers’ on the internet, if you want to find them. How do we 
harmonize such statements? 
 
I believe that there are times when she refers to a prophecy in the past, that she is stating the commonly held 
pioneer belief at the time. At some latter point if she puts this same prophecy in the future this does not cause 
a conflict. We need to remember that only God is omniscient. Only he knows all things and everything.  She can 
only reveal what God has shown to her. If God had not revealed to her a particular point of prophecy she would 
have understood it the same as the pioneers did. This does not make her a false prophet. It just means that she 
was human and didn’t know any more than what God revealed to her at anyone time. Eg there was a time 
when someone was advocating that people should not eat pork and she told them off for trying to tell people 
they shouldn’t eat pork. Yet later on, she herself changed her view and advocated the avoidance of pork. 
Does this make her a false prophet? Of course not. She changed her view because she had received light on the 
subject, correcting her previous view on the matter. The same would also be true regarding her understanding 
of prophecy. 
Please be careful not to destroy the Spirit of Prophecy by making one statement contradict another because it 
doesn’t fit with your interpretation of things. 
 
There is a whole study dedicated to the seeming contradictions regarding historical vs future applications of the 
trumpets. It is under the title Josiah Litch’s predictions: What happened on August 11th 1840? 
 
Please check it out on this website. 


