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Many take this statement as an endorsement from Ellen White of hard core evidence 
that the trumpets were fulfilled (at least the first six) in the past. Is she giving an 
inspired statement about the  interpretation of the trumpets, or was she merely 
recounting a noteable incident in the history of the millerite  movement?

Let us take a look at  what Josiah Litch actually said in relation to this event in its 
context?
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This is available on the Ellen White research edition that has the pioneers writings on 
it.

Note : This was written by Josiah Litch in 1838 he had not specified the acutual day at 
this point. and he predicts two major events that are going to happen
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Here again just a few days  before on 

august the first he published the exact 

date he expected the 6th trumpet to end. 

Also confirming his prediction that that 

the fall of the turkish empire would bring 

the 6th trumpet to a conclusion. This 

same event that was now predicted to 

happen on Aug 11 would usher in the 

close of probation and the end of the 6th

plague on the same day.
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The events that he predicted weren’t just 

the downfall of the ottoman empire. All of 

those events were predicted to happen on 

August 11th 1840  We need to ask ourselves. Is this what Ellen 

White was referring to when she said that the  “event exactly fulfilled the prediction.” I 
believe that God allowed this to happen. The Millerite understanding on prophecy was 
not 100 % correct and we are told that God held his hand over some mistakes in their 
understanding, and this is a pretty big one. I do not for one moment think that Ellen 
White was giving us a divine inspired endorsement of Josiah Litch’s prophetic 
interpretation.  She did no more than simply recount this incident involving Josiah 
Litch that occurred during that time. 

Now lets carry on with Litch’s statement
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Remember this was written on August 1st 

1840 the way that history has been 

presented we are led to believe that 

Josiah Litch was confident putting his 

neck on the line but he here is giving 

himself a back door to escape from in 

case nothing happened on that day. 

Allowing himself a number of months 

calculated error.
Here he is saying that there is no positive evidence to prove that the dates he is using 

are correct. This reference is to the date July 27th  1299 which was used as the 
beginning date for the beginning of the ottoman empire. In 1838 he said it was a 
most remarkable prophecy even determining down to not just years but days. Two 



years later on August 1st he has some doubts. Even so he pushed on confident that his 
prediction would be true.
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August 11th came and went. There is no evidence that Turkey fell, and there was no 
evidence that probation had closed and the issues were not addressed for nearly 3 
months until November in the Signs of the Times
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This is what william Miller believed. He 

believed that the end of the sixth trumpet 

would utterly completely destroy the 

ottoman empire ushering in the 7th 

trumpet. continuing
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This was published in November 1 1840
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Josiah Litch on the 1st of November was 

now predicting an all out universal world 

war that was already on its way. Still 

with the November signs 
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Here Josiah Litch is admitting to the fact 

that nothing happened on Aug 11th but is 

now looking at an event that happened 4 

days later on the 15th of August. And we 

are going to see the most destructive war 

the world has ever witnessed. Lets 

continue
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Hang on a minute. Josiah originally 

predicted that Turkey would be in ruins 

on the 11th of August and now here in 

November he is saying that the 

destruction of turkey is still a future 

event. The destruction of Turkey is now 

no longer the fulfillment of the 6th 

trumpet on August 11th 1840 that date 

has now been extended to the 15th of 

august at which time the Sultan, by his embassador, 

presented to the Pacha of Egypt the ultimatum of the four powers. Yet he has 

the daring the say that it is a very striking fulfillment of the calculation because 



after all it was only 4 days off predicted mark. Even saying that there is no other 

prophetic period in the Bible that is that accurate. Amazing how the mind works 

when it wants to justify something that doesn’t happen as it is supposed to But 

now listen to the rest of what was said in the signs of the Times of Nov 1 1840
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I thought that politicians made a lot of 

spin. This is the best spin I have seen in 

ages. Previously Litch had written “. The 

prophecy is the most remarkable and definite, (even descending to the days) of 

any in the Bible, relating to these great events.

This prophecy was predicted to be so specific that it predicted the very day on which 
it would be fulfilled. But what is being said now?
John was not specific enough because he was four days off he got down to the hour 
but not the minutes.
Could John have been more specific if he needed to be? Of course. God could have 
told him to write.
16 minutes, An hour, a day, a month, and a year. But he didn’t. Previously it was 
predicted very specifically to the very day. And now in November it is okay to be 4 
days off the mark because it is close enough as John couldn’t make it any more 
specific. This is just crazy talk.
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Really did he just do that? The fulfillment of the sixth trumpet is no longer the total 
destruction of Turkey. It has been changed to an ultimatum presented to the Pacha of 
Egypt. And it didn’t even happen of the predicted date it was 4 days late. But that’s ok 
because John the revelator forgot to mention that there was an extra 16 minutes of 
prophetic time that should have been in the calculation.  This is some serious 
damage control. Josiah not only changed the time of the prophecy but also the 
event of its fulfillment. This is serious stuff.
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There are two time prophecies here.

1 There is 5 months  which ended in 1449. 

This is reference to the 5 month period of 

the 5th trumpet in Revelation 9:10. 

Notice he does not specify an ending date 

in 1449.

2 There is reference to a time period of 391 

years and 15 days from the 6th trumpet. 

If as was suggested that John should have 

been more specific and added 16 minutes 

of prophetic time to his prophecy the 



calculation should have been 391 years and 

19 days.
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These are the two time periods that Josiah 

used to reach the date of August 11 1840 

one belongs to the 5th trumpet and the 

other belongs to the 6th trumpet.
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These are the two time periods that Josiah 

used to reach the date of August 11 1840 

one belongs to the 5th trumpet and the 

other belongs to the 6th trumpet.
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How was the dates all calculated
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For the 391 years 15 days to end on August 

11th 1840 specifically; it cannot begin on 

any other day except 27th of August 

1449. This means that if Josiah Litch 

changed the end date by 4 days to the 

15th of August then all of the other dates 

become absolutely useless. The whole 

thing unravels.
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How did God try to warn the millerites of 

their mistaken interpretation.
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Who was that prophet?
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Who was William Foy? When most people 

hear the name Foy they immediately 

think that he refused to declare what God 

told him and then the gift was taken from 

him and given to Ellen White. This is a 

mistaken identity with Hazen Foss. 

William Foy did declare his messages 

and Ellen White makes mention of Him.
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E. G.White also gives clear witness to thee fact that Foy was an active lecturer. She 
writes that as a girl of 15 or

16,she often heard him speak at assemblies in the Beethoven Hall in Portland, Main.
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Clearly Ellen White went to hear him and 

she declares that he was given the visions 

before she was given them. There is a lot 

of good information in the book called 

“The unknown prophet by Delbert Baker. 

It is available from the Adventist Book 

Centers.So can we know what his visions 

were? Yes they are published on the 

pioneers CD



That is a strange thing to say. The sixth angel hath not yet done 

sounding. What does it mean? It means that their conclusions 

about August 11th 1840 cannot be correct. Their interpretation of 

the 5th and 6th trumpet was wrong and if that was wrong then the 

whole tenner of the trumpets is most likely wrong as well. God 

was trying to give a  message to the millerites through William 

Foy  that their interpretation of the trumpets was not correct. 

But that did not happen and God allowed them to make the 

mistatke which cemented their destiny for the great 

disappointment. But we should not continue to keep on making 

the same mistake.



For some reason the pioneers were able to drop Josiah's  

predictions about the close of probation and the plagues but 

were not able to correct the interpretation of the trumpets. I 

think that they just could not understand because they were not 

for their day. It is for our generation to understand. Let's look at 

what some of the pioneers were saying many decades latter.
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This is serious. This is from our own publications available on the 

pioneers library. There is no way that Rifat Bey could have 

delivered the ultimatum on the 11th of August as the man 

himself was not even in Alexandria on that day. He did not even 

return until the 14th and then did not give an audience to Rifat 

Bey until the 16th









Note- the words in brackets are in the original. The facts of the 

matter are. Rafet Bey was in quarentine from the time they 

arrived on the 11th until the 16th of August and when they 

received their certificate of permission to land he had an 

audience with the pasha. He did not have any audience with the 

pasha prior to the 16th of August.



Therefore on the 16th of August when







Suzerainty (/ˈsjuːzərənti/ or /ˈsjuːzərɛnti/) is a 

situation in which a powerful region or people 

controls the foreign policy and international 

relations of a tributary vassal state while 

allowing the subservient nation internal 

autonomy.

TU'TELAGE, n. [from L. tutela, protection, from tueor,to
defend.]

1. Guardianship; protection; applied to the person protecting; as, 
the king's right of seignory and tutelage.

2. State of being under a guardian.



Accdording to the above statement Turkey was placed under 
guardianship for the first time by a treaty Dated july 13 1841.






